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Part 3: What students say (video clips)
 Notes for teachers
University students

Study languages at university …and look at the opportunities on offer…

	Student
	Theme
	Transcript
	Time

	Claire 3
	You can do a joint degree
	You don’t just have to take a solid language. It’s not that hard and that heavy. You can do joint degrees, you can do it with other things, like films for instance. It’s amazing just meeting up with other people just over tea or coffee or whatever, just being able to speak their language and, also, teaching it to other people. I mean I’m trying to teach my boyfriend French at the moment so that’s always quite interesting.
	0.26

	Rosie 1
	It’s a fun degree
	Well, I think it’s a really fun degree. First of all it’s diverse. You can take it in lots of different modules that you like so you can take it into the literature sense or you can take it into the history sense or a much more contemporary sense. It’s really fun to be doing a degree where as part of your work, you have to be, maybe having coffee with somebody because you’ll be speaking Spanish. So that’s a fun way to learn.
	0.24

	Rosie 7
	Pick up incredible new skills
	Every degree at university gives you so many different things. At university the main emphasis is on independent learning and becoming an independent person. I think it is more of a sociable degree though and that’s so important as well. It’s important to be able to go and read a book, yeah, of course but it’s important to be able to interact with people and certainly as a language student you do because you have to, you know. And also you can pick up skills that you would never ever pick up in a … so ok say I do History, three year degree, stuck here for the whole time and maybe I join the Drinking Society and that’s it. That’s all I’ve done from university, I’ve put my head in a book and I’ve joined the Drinking Society. I do languages, four years, I get to go to Spain, stay in the Pyrenees. Suddenly, I’m going into the Pyrenees every other weekend. And I come back and I’m fluent in Spanish and I can ski really well. And then, I can go out, if I don’t have any money I can go out and teach a bit of English or teach a bit of skiing and that’s incredible.
	1.12

	Amel 2
	Get closer to other parts of the world
	I think learning Spanish has brought me closer to Latin America and to the issues that are arising now in Latin America, to the political and economic issues there. So in that sense I think my course here has sort of pointed me in that direction because I want to learn more about the whole continent of Latin America, which is a continent which is in development at this moment.
	0:24

	Natacha 1
	Develop a broad range of abilities
	Because studying languages at university isn’t just becoming competent in that language. I mean I think that’s what a lot of people mistake… is that you’re just going to learn a language. Whereas the course actually offers you content modules where you actually do have to delve into a diverse range of topics from the history of Spanish-speaking countries to the way people acquire a second language so the content modules that you can actually pick up at university whilst you’re studying your languages are really broad. The benefits, I would say, are that it gives you such a broad range of abilities and skills at other levels that perhaps other degrees wouldn’t be able to offer you.
	0:41

	Natacha 3
	Get some presentation skills
	I feel that the skills that we get out as modern language students… that we get out of the course in comparison to other degrees are mainly presentation skills. You’re able to present a PowerPoint presentation in front of a class of 20 students and by the end of your degree that’s habit, it’s a normal thing. It’s nothing to get nervous about and it comes more naturally, supposedly. No but it does, it does ease.
	0:26

	Adam 1
	Learn to work in a team
	I think you gain a lot of knowledge of how to study both in a team and independently.
	0:06

	Adam 2
	Want to know about linguistics?
	Linguistics is a subject that involves a lot of different areas. On one extreme they’ve got sociolinguistics which looks at how we use language in a broad social context, how people speak to each other on a day to day basis, how people of different social levels address each other. Towards the other extreme we have looking at syntax which is breaking the language down into like building blocks and how different languages have different components and how languages are constructed differently. Even further in this respect we have like phonetics, language as a basic scientific process.
	0:49

	Manisha 1
	Make your degree suitable for you
	You can kind of choose what area of languages you want your degree to be more reinforced in. I’ve chosen more literature type things so it’s kind of the equivalent of studying a degree in English where you do Shakespeare and Chaucer and traditional things like that. Well, I can do these things in my French degree. I can study things like Simone de Beauvoir and Annie Ernaux and these are works like of contemporary artists, people like that. Or you can do history units which I have done, like this year we’re doing oral history. What’s oral history about?  Is it important? And politics modules.  I did that two years ago when I was doing my second year. I did the importance of terrorism and stuff like that. So that’s how you can make your degree suitable for you.
	0:52

	Paul 2
	What’s it like being a first year?
	In my degree at the minute, I’m a first year and it’s quite a bit different from what you do at secondary school. There’s a lot more freedom. You get to choose what modules specifically what you want to learn and study. Yes, you get to meet loads of new people because you’ve got different classes.  You’ve got societies which are lots of fun, you get all your socials and pub crawls. It’s lots and lots of fun.
	

	Paul 3
	Enjoy studying literature
	I think one of the modules I did was German literature and I did a bit of that at A-level and so I thought I’d do a bit more in it and it was very enjoyable. I enjoyed reading the texts that we did and learning about the background of the writers and we also did some history for that as well.
	0:21

	Laura 1
	Learn an entire new language at uni
	The highlight of my degree was after three years being able to speak an entire new language. I can now speak Spanish to whoever I like and two years ago that was not a possibility.  So yeah, I mean that’s definitely a highlight I can now speak to whoever I like in Spanish.
	0:18


Get to do the ultimate gap year abroad …on a languages degree

	Fiona 2
	Have fun and new experiences
	I was in Northern France about 20 minutes from the Belgian border so it wasn’t quite an attractive place to be but the people were absolutely lovely. They were very welcoming, very friendly. And I worked in a school, worked with children aged between 11 and 18. And I had a fantastic time. They were so enthusiastic, they were so willing to learn and eager and we just had a lot of fun. And I think for me that’s what learning languages is really all about. It’s about enjoying it and having new experiences.
	0.34

	Fiona 4
	I used to be shy 
	I used to be really really shy so learning a language for me has really brought me out of myself.  It’s given me an awful lot confidence through having to communicate with people especially when you go on the year abroad, you’re sort of launched into an unknown sort of place.  You probably don’t know much about it.  You won’t probably know anyone there.  And for me, when I left I was like… ah I can’t believe I’m actually going to go and do this but you’re forced to in a way.  You’re made to do things that you perhaps wouldn’t when you were here and you gain a sense of confidence, of independence and you end up.. I ended up meeting some people that I know I will always be friends with because we shared this amazing experience.
	0:49

	James 2
	Get to travel to nice places
	My year abroad was obviously the highlight for me because I had the opportunity and took the opportunity to go to the Caribbean to be a language assistant and obviously to study French at the same time. Because obviously in the Caribbean there are French-speaking islands, Spanish-speaking islands as well as the English-speaking islands. So, I mean another benefit of learning languages is being able to travel to these nice places and that was my year abroad. I went to the Caribbean and spent 7 months on the French island of Guadeloupe.
	0:36

	James 3
	Enjoy an amazing experience
	It was, as you might imagine, quite an amazing experience. I met a huge amount of people who taught me a huge amount of things, not just about language. I mean language was always there but I learnt a lot about Caribbean culture, about food, about music, about ways of living, about education in other countries being as I was a language assistant.
	0:28

	Rosie 3
	Gain a sense of independence
	OK obviously I’m only second year so I haven’t done my year abroad yet but it’s a really exciting prospect and that’s very much a reason why I did this degree. I think it makes you grow a lot more and you get so much more of a sense of independence than you would doing a degree where you’re just stuck in the university town the whole time, you know.
	0:23

	Natacha 2 
	Best year of my life so far
	Undoubtedly it was the best year of my life up to date. So, yeah my year abroad it was just incredible. It put me in touch with a completely different culture, something completely out of Europe that I’d never experienced before and it was just something that I will never be able to replicate ever again.
	0:23

	Manisha 2 
	Put what you learn into practice
	This is what we do in languages. What you learn, you put into practice but in a really fun way. You also get to choose. You can go to a university and study, you can become a language assistant or you can work in a company. And the government gives you money to study that stuff so it’s good, it’s free money.
	0:14

	Rosie 2
	Live in a different culture
	Obviously the year abroad is a fantastic thing to look forward to.  Not very many degrees that you actually get to live in a different culture and experience that kind of side of life.
	0:11


Employability: give yourself the edge

	Claire 3
	I’ve got a lot of options
	When I finish my degree, I’ve got a lot of options. Instead of not having a clue what I want to do, I’ve got too many things that I want to do. My primary aim is to be an international film director.
	0:11

	Fiona 1
	You’ll be an effective communicator
	Obviously for employers someone who has a language is always going to be more attractive to them than someone who hasn’t because it’s an extra thing and learning languages… through the skills that you learn and, obviously communication is the main one, and you learn to be an effective communicator, which is something which employers do look for.
	0:22

	James 4
	A language is a big advantage
	Well, personally at the moment I’m planning on going into journalism. I think whatever route I take into my career, if I could call it a career, whatever route I take into my career, having a language will help me without a doubt at every single stage. Because even if you work in an office and it’s a bit of a dull job, someone might say “oh we have a client who’s going to France or we have someone coming in from France. Can anyone speak French?” And the fact that you can speak French makes you very very attractive to employers because anything can arise. And also just the way that you use your mind with learning languages is very attractive to employers. So I think whatever route I take, I mean I’m going into journalism, but whatever route I take, having a language is without a doubt a big advantage because I’ve got so many more opportunities and things available to me.
	1:10

	Rosie 4
	It’s a vocational skill
	But in terms of languages you already have something vocational. So obviously it’s not quite as vocational as doing veterinary science or medicine but you come out with a skill that you can use immediately and, in terms of employers, that’s something very good.
	0:13

	Manisha 3 
	Want to be a well-rounded student?
	Do you realise, yeah, when I meet people from Belgium, those students are so well rounded. I mean they can speak three languages fluently. They can speak French, Dutch and English to a very good level. They can write it and that’s only a secondary thing and then they study things like Engineering or Information Systems or Business or whatever. They come out like…, you know Belgium churns out these students that are just fantastic. I was living with a girl who spoke Spanish fluently, French fluently, German and Dutch fluently and she was learning Italian and I was like I’ve got competition now, what am I going to do?
	0:41

	Rosie 6
	Improve your chances
	In terms of career opportunities learning a language is fantastic. The issue with Europe is not going to go away whichever government we’ve got in and however Euro sceptic they are. Our ties with Europe are getting closer and closer. People are coming over, we’re moving over there and just being able to use the languages is brilliant. So if you’ve come out of a degree and you’ve got languages or even you’ve come out of A-levels and you’ve done something incredibly scientific and then they see that you’ve got languages behind, behind your belt, I think that improves your chances a lot
	0:35


Not sure about whether to do a language at GCSE….?

	Claire 1
	It gives you many opportunities for later on
	I was brought up in Wales so I was doing German, French and Welsh for GCSE and the benefits of just learning those different languages, it’s great. Apart from the obvious childish factors where you can talk about someone behind their back in the other language, it also has… gives you many different opportunities for later on.
	0:22

	Fiona 3
	It opens up another world
	I think… sort of remembering what I felt like when I was 13 or 14 and deciding... I think that a lot of people have got a very negative image of languages and I think it’s a false image. Learning a language, as I say, it opens up so many routes for you specially in terms of if you want to go travelling.  I know that’s something I’ve always wanted to do. And when people think about say learning French, they think about going to France but that’s not just it. A lot of countries in Africa speak French. You can go to Canada, the Caribbean as well. It does open up the world it’s not just a country that’s just over the water. It really does open up another world to you. And I think that’s one thing that I would definitely recommend to people.
	0:47

	Rosie 5
	GCSE gives you the building blocks
	GCSE is kind of a benchmark and it gives you the benchmark of if you were completely stranded in a country, you’d be able to get yourself fed, housed and leave or stay if you wanted to. It’s kind of a survival and then you can build on conversation and things like that. So it gives you the key building blocks. Also, one of the really good things about languages is that once you begin to learn one or two, the others come easier and easier and easier. So it opens so many doors.
	0:37

	Manisha 4 
	It’s nice not to be ignorant
	I would say to them that languages are important because we are now moving into Europe ok, whether we like it or not, we’re going to be there soon enough. And it’s also nice not to be ignorant of other cultures. It’s nice to know about what we are moving into. We should be able to work with someone who we can understand. I mean the British have a lot of commerce with Spanish, with Spain and it’s nice because if you want to go and work in Spain, you have that language back up ability. You shouldn’t just go round to a country and think “oh I’m English, I speak English, everyone should speak English to me”. That’s not a very good attitude to have, you know what I mean. If we embrace another culture, they will embrace us. 
	0:45

	James 1
	Open yourself up to culture
	Well, for me the benefits of studying languages are enormous. For a start you’re opening yourself up to a huge amount of culture. In this country we think that we have access to a whole world of culture with globalisation and the internet with the English-speaking world being as the way it is. But I believe that with learning languages you can find out so much more about such a huge amount of people in the world. For example, if you think about hip hop, which is quite popular at the moment. The French hip hop industry is the second largest hip hop industry in the world after the United States. So think about the things that they’re talking about in France as opposed to what they talk about in the US, you’re learning so much more. And if you have access to things like that then I think you’re going to enrich yourself hugely.
	1:02

	Paul 4
	Get a language on your CV
	If you were considering to do a language for GCSE or not. Even if you don’t intend to pursue it further, having a language on your CV or anything like that… is such a prestigious thing that your employers really respect that.
	0:17

	Laura 2 
	Things are going to be easier for you
	To anyone at GCSE level thinking about doing languages, I would say that it’s an invaluable skill in a world where you know international relations are every day becoming more and more important. And pretty much just about anything you’re required to do will have links with foreign countries and any holiday you need to go on anytime in you life like that. If you have the skill of language, things are going to be easier so it’s an invaluable skill to have.
	0:32

	Amel 1
	It’s good to be bilingual
	I think it allows you to broaden your mind and to learn about other cultures mostly. It’s always an added benefit isn’t it, to learn two languages to be at least bilingual; I think that’s one of the main reasons.
	0:15

	Paul 1
	It’s so important in today’s world
	The benefits of studying a language, if you’re doing it for academic purposes or even just as an interest, it’s such a fantastic thing to have. They’re so interesting and you get to learn so much about different cultures and all the other countries and in today’s world you can’t sort of not know about these, it’s such an important thing that you have to know.
	0:15


Year 12 students

Broaden your horizons

	Student
	Theme
	Transcript
	Time

	Andy1
	Broaden your horizons
	It’s also an opportunity to broaden your horizons when you learn a language because you don’t just learn the language itself you learn about all the subjects relating to the country where the language comes from.
	0:11

	Andy3
	Learn stuff you had no idea about…


	One of the best things about learning another language is you get to learn a whole load of stuff which otherwise you might not have any idea about.  There are whole sections of French society I had no idea existed until I started learning French for how to talk about them.
	0:18

	Andy4
	Find out what’s different about other countries…. and what’s the same..
	It’s amazing how different other countries are, also how similar they are in their class structure and just the same problems they face.
	0:09

	Camilla1
	Enjoy learning something new…


	I’m studying French because I enjoy learning about something new and I really have a passion for France and so when I’m older I would like to travel there.
	0:08

	Camilla2
	Discover a new culture…


	Learning a language I can discover a completely different culture to my own which is really interesting.
	0:05

	Camilla3
	Get a better insight ..


	On my course I’ve enjoyed meeting other people who share a similar interest to mine.  I also enjoy being taught by people who are native to French-speaking countries so that just gives you that better insight to the country and also gives you a better accent to get.
	0:16

	Duncan1
	Dive into another culture..
	The best thing about learning another language for me is that you can dive into another culture.
	0:04


Get ahead
	Andy7
	Get ahead of the competition
	These days business is rapidly becoming online and international.  So if you have computer skills and a language then you’re already ahead of the competition.  And as you learn, most people are learning IT and communication these days, the best thing to get ahead is to learn a second language. 
	0:22

	Camilla5
	If you want to move abroad, languages are vital
	I know I want to go on to degree to study French so obviously I need to get it at A-level but also when I’m older I would like to move to France at some point so it’s vital that I know the language.
	0:03

	Duncan3
	Show that you can learn independently
	I think I’ve developed the ability to sort of pick things up naturally rather than having to be taught them or find the words in a dictionary.  I can hopefully apply that to other subject areas so that I’m independently learning.
	0:15

	Duncan4
	Apply what you know
	Anywhere that I go in the world because I’ve already learnt three languages already, picking up a fourth, I’m already going to know the techniques so it’s just a question of applying what I already know.
	0:08


Make things easier for yourself

	Andy5
	Make things easier for yourself…
	I think one of the best things about learning another language is for various course work that you have to do, you have to research topics, you have to be able to put your arguments forward, you have to be able to present these topics formally and you have to be able to write about them.  And you have to be able to do that with every other subject so if you can do it in a foreign language, it’s really easy to do it in mother tongue.
	0:25

	Andy2
	A language fits well with other subjects…
	It’s a good subject to learn because it’s surprising how much fits in to the other things that you’re learning.
	0:07

	Andy6
	Languages get better…


	If you’re enjoying language now, then you should carry on because it only gets better.  The more that you learn a language, the more words you learn, the better you become at expressing yourself in that language.  And even though the things that you’re learning get harder, it actually becomes easier.
	0:17
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