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Part one: Why study languages?  
Notes for teachers
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Why study languages? 

Written and produced by the Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies.
Where do you think these images come from? Which picture do you think tells the most interesting story?

These images were all contributed by the students and staff (and their families) at the University of Southampton and Woolston School Language College, Southampton.
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What language is Marc speaking?  
Any ideas?

The first response that you might have to this question is what language should I continue with (the one I have been learning for years, or perhaps a new one)? Here is an example of one particular student’s choice. As you listen, try to work out what language he is learning (he does mention it, but you need to listen carefully). [play video]

“Basically what I just said to you in Hausa was hello ladies and gentlemen greetings on you.  My name is Marc … and I am originally from France and I came to SOAS (University of London) to study Hausa and African culture for four years.  I also said that I’m an Arsenal fan and please look at my shirt”

Did you guess that the language is Hausa?  Hausa is an African language spoken in countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon and Benin.  Marc (being French) has already learnt English and is now increasing his skills by learning another language. He clearly thinks that English is not enough. 
But what about those of us for whom English is a mother tongue?  Do we really need to learn other languages when everyone in the world (!) speaks English?

Other resources:
For more on African Studies at universities in the UK go to:

http://www.llas.ac.uk/resources/goodpractice.aspx?resourceid=1381
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English is not enough

“English is simply not enough. We cannot understand the world in English….
Here is one argument, made shortly after 9/11. 

Source: Footitt, H. (2001) ‘Lost for words’, Guardian October 23, 2001

Slide 4

English is not enough

We need to be aware as never before of other languages and of the ways in which they identify and represent their cultures” 
Source: Footitt, H. (2001) ‘Lost for words’, Guardian October 23, 2001

Other resources
Bassnet S. (2002) ‘A failure to communicate’, Guardian, March 12, 2002

http://education.guardian.co.uk/egweekly/story/0,,665508,00.html
Kelly, M. (2002) Excusez-moi, êtes-vous un terroriste?

http://www.llas.ac.uk/resources/resourcesitem.aspx?resourceid=144
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English is not enough

So if we accept this argument and others like it, we may agree that English is not enough but while this is a very convincing reason it is not exactly a very exciting one. 

Here are some other ideas from young learners:

It’s fun • you find out about other people and cultures • knowing a language makes you more employable • they lead you into other subjects • you make new friends • you learn about yourself and your own country • it gives you more confidence • great for holidays! • gives you communication skills…

Still need convincing? 

So what about that fun?

Source: Subject Centre Project 700 Reasons for Studying Languages

www.llas.ac.uk
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English is not enough 

Here are some more ideas on  from some year 9 students who are learning Chinese and recently went on an exchange to China…

· You learn how to deal with people from another country, not just raise your voice and shout at them in English

· You share your experiences with other people

· You learn how to cope with things

· Learning one language makes it easier for you to learn another

· If you go to another country and you need help, you can ask.  If they need help, then you can help them

· It makes you much more open-minded to people and their culture
Source: Woolston School Language College Southampton

Slide 7
It’s a multilingual world
Try our language knowledge quiz. 

First of all did you know there are 6,912 known living languages in the world? 

Test your knowledge, part 1

Source: Ethnologue Languages of the World http://www.ethnologue.com/
Other resources

The Rosetta Project http://www.rosettaproject.org/live
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It’s a multilingual world

Some of these languages are spoken by a great many people. 

Can you guess how many people speak French…(64 850 000) and Arabic…(206,000,000)? 

Was this more or less than you thought?

Source: Ethnologue Languages of the World http://www.ethnologue.com/
Note: these figures have been rounded up and down
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It’s a multilingual world

What about English… (309,350,000 as a mother tongue but 508,000,000 including second language speakers)…and Chinese (876,000,000 but 1,052,000,000 including second language speakers)? 

These are currently the two most widely spoken languages in the world with Chinese being by far the language with the most speakers. 

Were you surprised?

Source: Ethnologue Languages of the World http://www.ethnologue.com/
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It’s a multilingual world

Finally what about Spanish (322,300,000 speakers which is nearly as many speakers as English) and Hausa (24,162,000 speakers which is probably more speakers than you thought)?

Source: Ethnologue Languages of the World http://www.ethnologue.com/
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It’s a multilingual world

What have all these languages got in common?

Do you know why they are spoken by so many people? 
They are spoken in several countries or as a lingua franca (common language) to communicate across national boundaries.
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It’s a multilingual world

Test your knowledge, part 2 – Languages of the European Union

Closer to home, with 30 different member countries one of the main challenges of the European Union is to work within a multilingual environment. Do you know what percentage of the citizens of the EU speak French (français), German (Deutsch), Italian (Italiano), Spanish (Español), English, Dutch (Nederlands) and others? 
Perhaps this is a good reason for more EU citizens to learn German?

Source:

htttp://europa.eu.int/comm/education/policies/lang/languages/index_en.html

A recent survey by CILT, the National Centre for Languages, ALL and ISMLA found that the number of pupils opting to do German at KS4 is continuing to decline:
http://www.cilt.org.uk/key/trends2005/trends2005_ks4.pdf
For other activities on languages of the European Union see:
Other resources

For more information on the languages of Europe, go to

htttp://europa.eu.int/comm/education/policies/lang/languages/index_en.html
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It’s a multilingual world

Test your knowledge, part 3 – Closer to home

Even in the UK there are many more languages than English, Welsh, Scottish and Irish.  Do you know how many languages are spoken by young people in England, Scotland and Wales?

8
19
39
98
104
144
251
300

England 300

Scotland 104

Wales 98

Source: www.cilt.org.uk/key/trends2005/trends2005_community.pdf
Did you know that the 2001 Census of England and Wales was translated into 24 languages? 
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It’s a multilingual world

Test your knowledge, part 3 – Closer to home

Here is an example from one city, Portsmouth which has a very multicultural population. A recent survey shows that over 50 languages are spoken in Portsmouth schools. 
How many have you heard of and what countries are they spoken in? 
Afrikaans • Arabic • Albanian • Amharic • Bahasa Malay • Bengali • Bulgarian • Chinese • Czech • Danish • Dari/Farsi • English • French • German • Greek • Gujerati • Hakka • Hindi • Italian •  Japanese • Kikuyu • Kiswahili • Korean • Kurdish •  Sorani • Latvian • Lithuanian • Laotian • Malay • Malayalam • Ndebele • Nepali • Norwegian • Panjabi • Polish • Pushto • Romanian • Runyankole • Russian • Serbo-Croat • Shona •  Sinhalese • Somali • Spanish • Swahili • Tagalog • Tamil • Thai •  Tigrinya • Turkish • Twee • Ukrainian • Urdu • Vietnamese • Yoruba

Source: http://www.opinion.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2005/09/23/nedu223.xml
A photocopiable version of this article is included on this CD-rom, see: 

Notes for teachers > “More than fifty languages spoken in Portsmouth Schools - article from the Daily Telegraph”
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It’s a multilingual world

Test your knowledge, part 3 – Closer to home

And a final thought. There are probably many languages spoken in your local area – do you know what they are? Perhaps you speak one (or more of them).
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Employability: give yourself the edge

But will having a language help you to get a job?  Many of the reasons for learning a language are often related to jobs and careers.  This is what a top employer (from a multinational computer software company) said about the skills that he is looking for in a new employee:

· Social skills

· Ability to work in a team

· Communication skills

· Problem-solving skills

· Confidence

· Experience

· Open mindedness

· Flexibility

Many of these skills are developed when learning a language, so it can really help to make you stand out from the crowd when it comes to employment.
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Employability: give yourself the edge

Indeed, the same employer also said that:

· Business is global today

· English is important but not enough

· You need to get noticed overseas

· Foreign languages are vital

He also gave tips on the social side of business:

· Listening is a skill

· Cultural awareness pays off

· Relationships make a difference

· Networking is easier in the local language

Many of these social skills are the key skills developed in language learning.

Other resources

Here are some more ideas from year 12/13 and university language students about the key skills gained in language learning:

“Being successful at another language shows good communication skills and shows employers you are willing to learn new skills and welcome a challenge”
“Languages help personal organisation skills”
“The sorts of skills that a language student develops encompass a far wider range than perhaps more limited degrees. Language students have above average IT skills in comparison with the rest of the population, they can work to deadlines and be flexible and adaptable in dynamic situations”
“Language learning develops effective writing skills in English and the foreign language”
“Learning another language develops your problem solving skills”
Source: Subject Centre Project 700 Reasons for Studying Languages:
www.llas.ac.uk/700reasons
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Give yourself the edge: they did!

And, if that doesn’t prove it, look at how successful these former students of languages and related studies have been.
Can you match the person to the degree? 
J. K. Rowling, author of Harry Potter - French and Classics (1987)
Paula Radcliffe, athlete - Modern European Studies (1996)
Lucy Liu,  film star - Chinese Language and Culture (1990)
Jonathan Ross,  TV and radio presenter - European Studies (1982)
Rory Bremner, comedian - French and German (1983)
Fiona Bruce, newsreader - French and Italian (1986)
Chris Martin, musician (Coldplay) - Greek and Latin (1999
Nigella Lawson, TV chef - Medieval and Modern Languages (1983) 
A few possible surprises there? Do you know of any more?

We have checked these dates to the best of our ability.

Other resources

For more information on celebrity linguists see:

http://www.cilt.org.uk/testcilt/edl/linguists.htm
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Continuing with languages you can …

So to sum up. By continuing with languages you can truly participate in the multilingual world (even if you never leave the UK). It can help you connect with other cultures (especially if you do get out there and experience them) and will give you edge when it comes to the global job market of the 21st Century. As many learners (young and old) have said learning a language can really help you to keep your options open and broaden what you can do with your life. And if you still need convincing…
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Why study languages?

Here are some more of those reasons from university and year 12/13 learners:

· “Languages enable you to travel to other countries and feel part of the culture, respect the people living there by making an effort to communicate and not feel like a tourist” 
· “Another language helps you to realise that there is a world around you”
· “A language expands your range of thinking”

Source: Subject Centre Project 700 Reasons for Studying Languages:

www.llas.ac.uk/700 reasons
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Why study languages?

This is what university and year 12/13 students said:

· “Language learning helps to develop communication skills which are really vital if you're applying for a job or just in daily life, you need to be able to communicate” 
· “Languages can provide opportunities nowadays here in the UK even if you don't want to go and work abroad because of the multicultural society we live in” 
· “Languages are fun and not too difficult”

Source: Subject Centre Project 700 Reasons for Studying Languages

www.llas.ac.uk/700reasons
So, languages help you develop skills, provide you with a wide range of opportunities both at home and abroad and, contrary to some common perceptions, can be fun, personally rewarding and not difficult.
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A message for the lads

And now (sorry girls) for the boys out there who might need just that little bit more convincing that learning a language is worthwhile…here is a message for you.

[play video]
“a message for the lads. Get out there and learn languages because you know you’re restricting yourself to English girls, they know you too well and I think if you go, just for example, we went to France, you go there with a bit of an English accent and you’re French speaking, oh my goodness you’re well in there, let me tell you, well in there, no problem”
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And finally, a message for all..

“learn languages because it’s fun and you can go on holidays…”
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