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The Language Lab
Notes for teachers/users
The Language Lab
The Language Lab contains four activities (see below) which have been developed as a motivational tool for use with pupils in KS3/4 who have at least one year of language learning. They consist of a number of quizzes and activities which involve learners in either using language skills or finding out about language. They are complemented by the PowerPoint presentation collection “Why Study Languages?” (also included on this CD) which presents reasons for language study in a colourful and interactive way.

The materials in the Lab can be used by learners individually as well as in a pair, group or class activity. They are principally intended to be used on a computer or interactive whiteboard but printable (Word) versions are supplied on this CD so that the quizzes and activities can be used offline. Technical requirements for using these materials are given in the accompanying notes for this CD.
Accessible versions

Word versions of each of the activities in the Language Lab are supplied on this CD. Talking Heads and Facteroids include audio versions of the texts shown on-screen

R u fit for languages?

This is a short warm-up exercise which is loosely based on ideas from learning styles. The idea is that everyone is fit for languages but will learn and appreciate them in different ways. Learners should be encouraged to read, reflect on and discuss their own profile and how that might impact on their motivation for and approach to language learning. If they violently disagree with the outcome they could, perhaps, try the test again to see if it comes out differently.

Brain dead or egg head?

This is not a general knowledge quiz about languages but rather an exercise designed to encourage learners to use language learning strategies. It is recommended that, as an introduction, learners are told that they are not expected to know the answers but will be making educated guesses based on the information given and their experience of learning languages (including English). 

Talking Heads

This section gives learners the opportunity to hear and read what other learners (of similar age) say about their reasons for studying languages. All learners interviewed were in Year 10 and had opted to study languages in KS4. Clicking on each photo, keyword or question will play an audio recording or bring up a transcript on the screen. This section relies on computers being equipped with sound card and headphones

Language “Facteroids”
This section introduces learners to some interesting facts about language, some of which relate to English. Clicking on each “facteroid” brings up a fact in written and audio form. It is recommended that it is used with computers equipped with sound card and headphones. References to sources of these facts can be found in the notes to accompany these materials included on this CD.
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