ATTENDANCE
One of the most important things affecting pupil performance in school is regular attendance. Under normal circumstances the only reason a child should miss school is if they are too ill to attend or have a medical appointment.

The increase in family holidays taken in term time is affecting the progress of many pupils. As a result, and in line with Government recommendations, we do not as a matter of course authorise holidays taken during term time. However, special consideration may be given in exceptional circumstances. These decisions will be made in conjunction with our Educational Welfare Officer.*
In order to encourage good attendance and to make sure that all absences from school are with parental knowledge we ask that:-

1. Parents contact us by 9.00 a.m. or 1.30 p.m. on the morning or afternoon of their child’s first half day of absence.  If you do not contact us we will telephone you or write to you to make sure that your child is safe and is where he or she is supposed to be.
2. Please contact the school again on the third day of absence. If it is possible to give an indication of how many days your child may be absent this would be helpful.
3. When your child returns to school please ensure that an absence note or a note in the Planner is completed and signed.

It is essential that we have written confirmation of the full length of the absence.

We should all be aiming for 100% attendance and we look to maintain an attendance of over 95% for every child. This is equivalent to around 2 weeks absence over the school year. 

At Chantry High School we operate a ‘Traffic Light’ system for attendance. A letter is sent half termly indicating your child’s attendance for that half term and in total. Regular good attendance is rewarded via our reward structure. Through this system we can also support students who are having difficulties with their attendance. 
*Note: If you wish your child to have a family holiday during term time you will need to submit a yellow holiday form which can be obtained from pupil reception. These must be received at least 3 weeks in advance of the proposed holiday to allow for consultation.
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